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had made him a most formidable opponent. The address concluded
with a hope that the country would long enjoy the inestimable
privilege of his leadership.
It was not until the end of 1895 that the various addresses voted
to Pherozeshah were presented to him at a public meeting held in
the Gaiety Theatre on the 20th December. It was a remarkable
demonstration. Long before the appointed hour, large numbers of
people flocked to the theatre; the late arrivals could not even find
space to stand. Every inch of ground was occupied and the theatre
was filled to suffocation. A large crowd collected outside, and gave a
rousing welcome to Pherozeshah, who, on entering the hall, was
given another ovation. Rahinitulla Sayani, who was in the chair,
called upon Chandavarkar to read the address of the citizens of
Bombay. The address voted at the Eighth Provincial Conference was
next read by its chairman, Wacha. With a neat little speech, Sayani
presented the two addresses enclosed in beautiful silver caskets. As
Pherozeshah rose to reply and looked upon the vast gathering, repre-
sentative of every community and section, he might well have felt it
was a moment to be proud of. Year after year he had risen steadily
in the public estimation, and now, while still in the prime of life, he
stood before his countrymen with a career and reputation second to
none in the whole land. He rose to the occasion, and delivered a
speech which was rated among his greatest efforts. It was mostly
confined to a slashing reply to the calumnies and misrepresentations
of the Indian point of view with which the enemies of Indian aspira-
tions sought to scotch all attempts at progress and reform. It was at
once a vindication of the claims of the educated classes to voice the
national aspirations, and a condemnation of the superior critics who
were never tired of deriding the aims and methods of the Congress
and its leaders. In particular, Mr., afterwards Sir, Muncherji Bhow-
nuggree came in for a castigation, which made his supporters in
England and Anglo-India positively furious. The pretensions of the
Member for Bethnal Green to speak for his countrymen were
mercilessly exposed
Pherozeshah prefaced his speech by modestly declaring that he
regarded the addresses not so much as eulogizing his own individual
iBotives and principles of political action, as setting forth the motives